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stitute for Senate hill No. 1, a bill to he entitled "An act to 
further regulate the creations and proce!!dings of private 
corporations, by amending articles 566 and 570 of the Re­
vised Statutes, and making an additional article, to be 
known as article 5/4u." 

Senator Terrell offered th1; following amendment: 
Add to sub-division 26, section I, the following: "But 

no private corporation shall bereaftei· acquire title to real 
property in this State ex:ce<.'tliog ia aruo1rnt six btrndred 
and forty acres, except under laws enacted heretofore, and 
for senices or public works done in pursuance thereof. n 

Senator Gibbs offered the following amendment to 
amendment of Senator Terrell: 

Amend by inserting '.'county " im1tead of "State," and 
add " unless it is necessary to carry on some business in 
which the land is actuallv used." 

Both of the above ame.ndruents pending 011 adjournment. 
A message was received from the House announcing the 

passage, by that body, of House hill No. 257, entitled "An 
act to amend article 11 'I, section 4, chapter 1, title 8, of the 
Revised Statutes of Texa~, providing for the maintenance of 
lunatics by the commissioners' court, when they cannot be 
admitted m the at>ylum." · 

The President then had the following communication 
read by the Secr1:itary: 

}NSTlTU'l.'E FO:ft THE BLl.ND, 
AUSTIN, February 16, 1883. 

Hvn. Marion .M.a-rtiu1 Lieuteuaut-Ouveruur: 

D&.rn Sm :-Please be kind enough to invite the bonwa.ble Sena. 
tors and their officers to I.le present 11.t an exbil.Jitioo, which will be 
given 01 the pupils st the Blind Institute to.night. The exercises 
will begm at 8 o'clock. No cbarg1:1 for admission for any others the 
Senators may choose tG invite. 

Respectfully, 
FRANK RAINEY, 

Superintandent Institute for the Blind. 

Senator Houston, in order that the committees might 
consider important matters to-morrow and repo1·t Monday, 
moved that the Senate adjourn until Monday morning at 
JO o'cfoak. 

Adopted. 

'1'H1R'l'Y-.FOUR'fH DAY. 

. SENATE CHAMBER, I 
AusTIN, 'l'RxAR, February 19, 1883. I 

8enate met pursuant to adjournment. 
Lieutenant-Governor Martin in the chair. 
Roll called. Quorum present. 
Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Dr. Smoot. 
On motion of Senator Martin, thti reading of the journal 

of J:;'riday was dispeusAd with, and the same adopted. 
Senator R-..ndolph presented a petition from the citizens 

of Madison county, asking that the law enacted at the 
called session of the 8eventecnth Legislature, reducing 
passenger fare to three cents per mile, remain and not be 
i·epealed, and respectfully asking that laws be enacted to 
prevent discrimination against pe1'liions and places in car­
rying freiJlbt, etc., aud suggesting that such legislation be 
had as will be ju&t to the raih-oads and just to the people. 

Refe1Ted to Committee on Internal Improvements. 
Senator Jones presented amemol'ial from the commission· 

ere' court of Harris county, praying for the repeal of sec· 
tion l, chapter 9, of the acts of 1881. 

Referred to Judiciary Committee No. -2. 

_,_~---~----------------
Senator Traylor, chairman of Committee on Claims and 

Accounts, submitted the following repol't: 

Hon Mariun il:anfo, PrOllideut uf the Senate: 

COMMlTTE.I!: ROOll, 
AusnN, February 19, 1883. 

Your Committee on Clnims and Accou11t.s, t.o whom wns referred 
~enate bill No. 253, entitled "An I.let for the relief of W. 8. Ander. 
aon, providing for the refunding by the .State of certain taxes illc· 
f!ru)y collected," have carefully examined the 1<ame, and a mnjority 
of your committ.ee instruct me to report the same back with I.he re-
· commendation that it do pass. 

All of which is respectfully sulnnitted. 
'fuA YI,oR, Uhu.irtnan. 

Hill read first time. 
Senator Davis, fo1· Judiciai·y Committee No. 1, sub­

mitted the following report: 

Hou. n!11Jio11 lllat·tlu, l're11ldent of \he !!01..,1<>: 

COMMITTEE ROOM, 
A.uw1·IN, February 16, 1883. 

Your Judiciary Committee No. 1, to whom was l'eforred Senato 
bill No. 262. entitled ".An act to 11.utb.orize the Attorney.General to 
procure an official seal for the uRe of his department," have care· 
fully e:x:a.mined the same, and instruct me to report back the accom­
panying substitute, and recon1mend that such substitute do pe.88. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 
DAvrs, for CommHtee. 

Bill read first time. 
Senator Davis, chairman of Corumi~tee on Educatiou, 

submitted the following reportt:1: ..... 

Hon. Ma.riuu Marilu, P.l'hideui uf U1e Scnat.e: 

CoM.MI'l'TEE RooM, 
A.usTLN, February 19, 1883. 

Your Committee on Education, to whom was referred Senate bill 
No. 186, entitled " An act to amend section 3 of ' an act to establish 
a St.ate normal schoo),' approved A.prH 21, 1879," have carefully ex­
amined the same, and Instruct me to report the same ba.ck with the 
recommendation that it do nGt pass:. 

All of whiob is respectfully submitted. 

Bill read first time. 

Hon. Marlon Marllll, PrOBideuL of lhe l!eoate; 

DA ns, Chairman. 

CoMMI'lTEE RooM, 
AusnN, Februa:ry 19, 1883. 

Your Committee on Education, to whom was referred 8enate 
bill No. 206, entitled "11.n act relating to teachers' certiticates of 
qualification," have carefnlly examined the same, and instruct me to 
report back the accompanying subl!titute, and to recommend that 
such substitute do pass. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

Bill read first time. 

Hou • .M&Tlou JIJfMtfo, Pr .. Jd•nt of l.b" &mate: 

DAVIS, Ghs.irmu.n. 

GoMMITTEE ROOK, 
AUSTIN, Febr11&ry 19, 1883. 

Your Committee on Education, to whom was referred House bill 
No. 22, entitled "An a.ct to authorize aud require the countr com· 
missioners' courts of the several counties in the State t-0 provide for 
the paymeut of all claims due teachers of public free scbools, and· 
ited as valid claims underacts of tbe Legislature of Texas, approved 
August 7, 1676, or April 22, 1879," have carefully examined tl.ia 
same, hUU instruct me to report the same back witb the recom· 
mendation that it lie on the table, to await action of Seas.te bill No. 
-, which has for its object the same result. 

A.II of which is respectfully submitted. 

Bill read fil'st time. 

Hon. Marf1111 Mattia, Pc<tddent gf th<t &uat.>: 

DA vrs, Chairman. 

Cou:mTTEE Roo!d, 
AUSTIN, February 19, 1883. 

Also, a memorial of blacksmiths and carriage makers, to 
the Legi,slature, praying for the pMsage of a law giving a. 
lien on articles ma.de or repaired by them. 

Your Committee on Education, to wholD was referred Senate bill 
No. 187, entitled "An act to establish th~ Sterling Robertson Nor­
mal School," have carefully examined the same, and a majority of 
your committee instruct me to report it back with the recommend.a-

. ti on that it do pass. 
All of which is respectfully submitted. 

PA VIS, Chairman. 
Referred to J udicia.1-y Committee No. 2. :Sill read first time, 
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The following minority report, on Senate bill No. 187, 
was submitted : 

CoMMI'fTEE RooM, 
AUSTIN, February 19, 1883. 

Hon. Marlon Martin, President of the Senato: . 
The uµdersigned, member~ of your Com!11ittee ~n Ed!lcation, to 

whom was referred Senate bill No. 187, havmg for its obJect the es­
tablishment of a normal school at Salado, in Bell county, to be 
styled the Sterling Robertson Normal School, dissent from the ma­
jority who have reported said bill favorably, and. respectfully 
reco~mend that said bill lie 011 the table. If the bill sho~ld b~­
come a law it would diminish the public school fund,. which IS 

·notoriously insufficient. Normal schools c11n be established and 
maintained only out of the public school fund. If they are bene­
ficial or necessary to a public school system, we. s~ould wait till our 
Constitution is amended, and the school fund 1s m~reased, so as to 

· admit·of a perfect school system, and then establish such ~or!Ilal 
schools as may be required. To use the school fund at this time 
for normal schools is but to take it from the primary schools, that 
need it most, and apply it to the purposes for which there is n~ such 
pressing need. . 

The effect of this act will be to take from the many children with­
in the scholastic age, who are not eligible to places in the normal 
school and give to the few who aspire to be teachers and who are 
not entitled to the benefit of the free school fund. It will be to take 
from the foundation and groundwork of the structure of our com­
mon school system to ornament and elaborate the superstructure. 
The aid extended by the trustees of the Peabody fund to the Sam 
Houston Normal School, at Huntsville, will, in all 'likel~hoo~, be 
diminished hereafter, and the deficiency thereby crtlated 1t will be 
necessary to make up from the corn mon school fun~ ; and when to 
this, in the present condition of that fund, and with the present 
limit of taxation is added the expense of another normal school, the 
drain upon the ~ommon school fund will be very serious, and ma­
terially affect th"' interests of those for whose benefit the free school 
fund was intended. DAVIS, 

GETZENDANER. 

Senator Gooch, for Committee on Public Lands, submit­
ted the following report: 

Hou. Marion Martm, President qf the Seuu.te: 

CoMMrrTEE RooM, 
Aus•rIN, February 19, 1883. 

Your Committee on Public Lands, to whom was referred resolu­
tions of instructions directing them to report a bill for selling and 
leasing the school lands, have carefully examined the same, and in­
struct me to report the accompanying bill with the recommendation 
that it do pass. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 
GoocH, for Committee. 

Bill read first time, and 100 copies ordered printed. 
Senator Martin, charmau of Committee on Engrossed 

Billi;, submitted the following report: 
COMMITTEE ROOM, 

AUSTIN, February 19, 1883. 
Hon. Marlon Martin, Pre•ident of the Senate: 

Your Committee on Engrossed Bills have carefully examined and 
eompared Senate bill No. 186, being "An act to protect hog rnising 
in the State of Texas." 

Also, Senate joint resolution No. 15, to amend section 9, article 8, 
of the Constitution of the Stt1te of Texas, and find the same correctly 
engrossed. 

MARTIN, Chairman. 
Senator CoopPr, chairman of Committee on ~nrolled 

Bills, submitted the following report. 
COMMITTEE ROOM, 

AUSTIN, February 19, 1883. 
Hon. !olariou Martin, President of the Senate: 

Your Committee on Enrolled Bills have carefully examined and 
compared Senate bill No. 39, being "An act to arnetJd articles 314 
and 315, chapter 3 title 9, of the ~nal Code of the Sta e of Texas," 
and find the same' correctly enrolled, and have this day, at 11 :10 
o'clo~k a. m .. presented the same to the Governor for his approval. 

COOPER, Chairman. 
Senator Gibbi;; chairman of Committee on Constitutional 

Amend men ti>, submitted the following report: 

Hon. Marion Martin, President of the Senate: 

t.,oMMITTEE RooM, i 
AUSTIN, February 17, 1883. 

Your Committee on Constitutional Amendments, to whom was 

referred Senate joint resolution No. 23, amending section 10, article 
11 of the Constitution, so a& to authorize incorporated cities and towns 
and counties and school districts or communities, under certain cir­
cumstances, to levy and collect a special ad valorem tax fer the sup­
port of public free schools, in addition to the pro rata available 
school fund received from the State. have carefully examined the 
same, nnd a majority of the committee iastruct me to report ~ack 
the accompanying substitute, and to recommend that the substitute 
do pass. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 
GIBBS, Chairman. 

Resolution read first time. 
The following minority report was ali;o submitted: 

Hon. Marion Martin, Prctii<lent of the Senate: 

COMMI1"£EE ROOM, 
AUSTIN, February l!J, 1883. 

The undersigned, members of your Committee on Constitutional 
Amendments, dissent from the majority, and respectfully recom -
mend the adoption of the accompanying substitute for Senate joint 
resolution No. 23. . 

Unless a public school svstem is thorough and adapted to the 
wants and condition of the entire people, it will, soon or late, re· 
suit in failure. Texas being the largest State in the Union, 
has not only a greater diversity in soil, climate and natural re­
sources than can be seen elsewhere, but a still greater diversity in 
the habits, characters, disposition, condition and pursuits of the 
people. It is with increasing difficulty that we can shape laws to 
meet the wants of every section of the State, and, of all things, 
we meet wit11 the greatest trouble in forming a school system for 
the whole State. It is impossible to fix any uniform and unyield­
ing rules that will work well in all Stlctions and uot give rise to 
much just cause of complaint. We have the cities, towns and 
villages demanding schools for at least ten months in the year, and 
numerous thickly settled and prosperous country comm unties making 
the same demand. There are other communiti~s qually p103perous 
who have useful employment for their children, and do not desire 
schools for such long terms, and much sparsely settled country, in 
which it is almost impossible to . maintain schools at all. Most of 
these conditions can be found in the same county. The State should 
not attempt to maintain schools for ten months in the year, for that 
is much more than the bulk of the communities demand, and 
would be a needless waste of public money. All should be taxed 
only so far as all are benefited. 

If, from a Ci!ommon fund, schools are maintained from five to six 
months in a year, it will be as long as beneficial to the whole 
people, and as far as we can go without a needless waste of money. 
Such communities as demand and need longer schoC1ls should be al­
lowed to have them, but they should not be a burden upon the 
whole people, for all are not benefited. When a community has re­
ceived its pro rata of the public school fund, if 1t needs and demands 
longer school~, it should have the right to tax itself for that purpose. 
The people are the government; they must be trusted in everything 
else, and can be safely trusted in their own affairs. Schools cannot 
be rnstained without their aid, support and sympathy; and commu­
nities that need longer schools sliould be trusted and encouraged to 
take hold of the public school system where the State leaves off, and 
push it to its greatest possible degree of perfection. 

Government must have the earnest support and co-operation of 
t:1e people in everything that it prosecutes successfully for the pub­
lic good. The framers of the present Constitution, to a limited ex­
tent· apprnciated this fact, and allowed incorporated cities and towas 
to t~x themselves to supplement their pro rata of the school fund. 
The result is, no complaint against thtl preseat school system comes 
from cities and towns. They are maintaining schools that do credit 
to their liberality and public spirit, but if not, they have none to 
blame but themselves. If similar rights had been conferred upon 
country communities, there would now be no demand for change. 
In order to render the school system flexible and adapted to the 
wants of the entire people, and in order to avoid the 
dissensinn that would arise between communities demand­
ing lon~er terms and those claiming that shvrter ones 
are sufficient. every county should be divided into school districts, 
and each district that wishes to maintain ~c·hools for a longer term 
than from five to six months, should have the right to tax itself to 
supplement its pro rata of the school fund. The safest power to divide 
the county int.o districts is :he i::ommissoners' court. Its members 
come from different sections of the county, are elected by the peo­
ple, and directly responsible to them for their actB. The right to· 
say where and what tax should be levied should be left to the free­
holders of the district. They are the permanent residents of the 
district, interested in its prosperity, its schools, and general well­
fare, and can certainly be trusted not to impose unnecessary taxes 
upon themselves. 'fo !!till further guard against ab-qse, and the pos· 



FEBRTJARY 19, 1883. SENATE JOURNAL. 119 

sibility not the probability, of people acquiring a small interest in 
)and in' order to vote, let the 1·igbt co vote depend upon the owner­
ship of lands of the value of three hundred dollars, or some s1ich 
amount. It is not sound logic to say that because in towns and 
cities all tax payers may vote, that therefore all should vote in the 
country. We should not seek to furnish the count.ry with the same 
system that towns have, but if possible, a wiser, a safer, and better 
guarded system. The man who goes from post to pillow, without 
property to tux, should not be armed with the power to levy tribute 
upon the widow's farm. In the country, too, most all of the per­
manent, substantial citizens are either frecl!olders, or will be, kut 
not so in the cities aud townR. After this, and to still further 
guard against any possible abuse, the tax should never exceed 
one fourth of one per cent, which, in connection with the pro rata 
of the school fund, will be ample to sustain schools for ten months 
in the year. Thus hedged ir. against almost the possibility of 
abuse, tile distl'ict system need not be feared by any section, how­
ever unfortunately situated, and would result iu incalculable benefit 
to the State, and remove all just cause of complaint against our 
public school system. Even the most conservative of our people 
would support it, and the friends of popular education would see it 
ratified at the polls. 

'fhe majority-not the majority of the committee, but of the. ten 
members who happened to be present-wish to make our school sys­
tem flexible and expansive by an amendment to t'.1e Constitution, ns 
follows: 

"The county commissioners' court, or other competent authority, 
may, in such manner as may be prescribed by lnw, general or 
special, divide their counties into ~chool districts. An annual ad 
valorem tax may be levied and collected in such manner as may lJe 
prescribed hy law, within school districts, to aid in the support and 
maintenance of public free schools in the districto, and for the erec­
tion of school buildings t.herl'in, not to exceed twenty-five CHnts on 
the one hundred dollars valuation, if, at an election held for that 
purpose, two-thirds of the property taxpayers and qualified voters 
vole in favor of such tax of twenty-five cents on the one hundred 
dollars, or for any specific per cent. Jess than that amount." 

For the sake of harmony, we might waive our objection to 
the right of the rover with the mustang pony to levy tribute 
upon the widow's farm which this amer>dment proposes. Our desire 
to accomplish something for our school interest might induce us to 
overlook the uncertainty in the a1nendment in reference to who 
shall vote the tax ufter the district is laid off-the voters of the dis­
trict interested, or the voters of the whole county'. Knowing that 
it is the opinion of one, and perhaps more, of the majority, that after 
the county is laid off into districts; the whole county should vot,' 
upon the right of a particular district to levy a tax and the amount 
of such tax, there seems to us to be met.hod 111 the v<igueness of the 
language used. But there are other objections to the Rmcndment 
that we cannot overcome, and that constrain us to oppose it, even at 
the risk of accomplishing nothing at this session in this respect for 
the school interest, for we regard the proposed amendment as worse 
than nothing. 

t:lhould the proposed amendment be adopted, what right has the 
community desiring longer schools obtained? The right to go into pol­
itics, attend political conventions, pass resolutions, to go to the Legis­
lature, and try tolinduce it, by general or by special law, to authorize 
the commissioners' court, or some other competent authority, to -di­
vide the county into districts, and to provide some way of settling. 
either by vote of the whole county or by a part of it, whether the ln­
h11bl~ants of a particular district should be allowed the poor privilege 
of taxing themselves to educate their children. Those who have 
tried to acomplish something for education in the Legislature 
beRt known what a poor privilege this is. We now have 
the right to beseech the Legislature to submit a proper amend­
ment to the Constitution, and it is the best ri~ht of am two. 
1'he proposed amendment would confer upon the Leg­
islature the right to interfere with the local affairs of com­
munities that concern uo one out of the district. If a commu­
nity in Grayson county de~iring longer schools, are willing to tax 
themselves for the purpose, why should they he forced to go to Aus­
tin and obtain the consent of the Senatorti and Representatives from 
the coast and the Mexican border, and the approval of the Governor? 

In the convention of 1875 there was a minority, who, under the 
pretense of protecting counties not having Democratic majorities, 
wanted every officer in the State down to constable appointed bv the 
Governor, so that the party in power could fill every office, however 
small with men of its political opinions. Our representatives who 
defeated this measure deserve the lasting gratitude of mankind. 
The counties could never afford to have their officers appointed by 
power at Austin and placed above responsibility to the people 
Besides, in the course of time the "chickens would. come home 
~o roost." After oue of the political revolutions that sometimes occur 
111 all countries, other counties would have their local offices filled 

with men of a politic»l faith different from-that of the people whom 
they were appointed to serve. The peo;>le should never, under any 
circumstances sutTender their ric:ht to control their own local affairs. 
Who may this " competent authority," that the proposed amendment 
speaks of, be? Is he to he appointed, elected, selected from among 
us, or imported from abroad? It will be better to wait for two years 
longer than to submit the amendment now. Two ;years is but a 
moment in the life of a State. The cause of education is gaining 
strength every day. In two years we are satisfied we can obtain 
what the people demand. It is better to wait, to contend and 
to struggle for what is right, than to accept a miserable compromise, 
worse th11n nothing, that would still further embarrt1ss and cripple 
the cause of education. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 
DAVIS, 
GETZENDANER, 
MATLOCK, 
Grnlls. 

Senator Gibbs, chairman of Committee on Constitu­
tional Amendments, also snhmitted the following reports: 

Hon. ~foriou Martin, Presirloot of the Seunte: 

COMMITTEE ROOM, 
AUSTIN, February 17, 1883. 

Your Committee on Constitutional Amendments, to whom was 
referred Senate joint resolution No. 17, "Amending article 5 of the 
Constitution of the State," have carefully examined the same, and 
instruct me to report the same back with the recommendation tht1t 
it do pass. 

All of which is respectfully suhmitted. 

llill reafl first time. 

Hou. Marion Martin, President of the Senate : 

GrnBs, Chairman. 

COMMITTEE Rool\I, 
AUSTIN, February 17, 1883. 

Your Committee on Constitutional Amendments, to whom was 
referred Senate joint resolution No. 16, amending section 8, of ar­
ticle 7 of the constitution, have carefully examined the same, and 
instruct me to report tile same back with the recommendation that 
it do pas•, with the following amendment ; 

In place of the word "distribute" i11scrt the word "apportion," 
and after the word "counties" insert "and shall exercise such 
powers and perform such dut~i! as shall ht. provided by law." 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 
GIBBS, Chairman. 

Bill read fitst time. 
Senator Houston, for Committee on Constitutional 

Amendments, submitted the following report: 

Col\ll\IITTEE RooM, 
AUSTIN, February 8, 1883. 

Hon. C. R. Glboon, Speaker of the House of Representntlves: 

Your Committee on Constitutional Amendments, to whom was 
referred Senate joint resolution No. 28, entitled "An amendment to 
section 16, article 3, of the Constitution, abolishing secret sessions of 
the Senate," have carefully examined the same, and a majority of 
your committ,ee instruct me to report the same back with the recom­
memfation thnt it do nl)t pass. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 
HOUSTON, for Committee. 

Senate joint resolution read first time. 
Senator Jone:; introduced a bill to be entitled "An act 

to amend articles 3184 and 3185, and add thereto article 
3185a." 

Referred to Judiciary Committee No. 2. 
Also, a bill to be entitled "An act to amend article 4258 

of the ReviseJ Civil 8tatutes of Texas." 
Rcfened to J ndiciary Committee No. 2. 
Also, a bill to be entitled "An act to repeal an act enti­

tled 'an act to prohibit railroad companies, their officers, 
agents and employees from making exces8ive charges for 
carrying and transferring freight, goods, wares and mer­
chandise, and to require said companies, their officers, 
agents and employees to deliver freight, goods, wares and 
merchandise, on the payment of the freight charges due, 
as shown by the bill of lading, and to provide penalty for 
the violation of this act.'" · 

Refened to Judiciary Committee No. 2. 
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Also, a bill to be entitled "An act to amend an act enti­
tled 'an act to amen•l HL•ction 46 of an act to enco11rage 
stockraising, and for the protection of ::;tockraisel's, ap­
proved August 2:3, 187li,' approve•l April 22, 187D, anrl to 
provide for the appointment of an inspector of hides an<l 
animals in Harris cu.nntv." 

Referred to .Jndici:u·)· Committee No. 2. 
Senator Evans, by request, introduee<l a hill to he en· 

titled "An act to amend article 341 of the Pcn:il Code of 
the State of 'l'exaR." 

Referred to Judiciary Committee No. 2. 
Senator Farrar introdnced a joint l'C1<olution amending 

section 2, of article 1 O, of the ConHtitntion of the State of 
· 'J'exas. 

Referred to Committee on Constitutional Amenclment~. 
Senator Uooper intro•lnce,1 a bill to be .. ntitle<l "An act 

to require the Commi8:-;ioner of the General Land Oftict• to 
issne to Sarah E. Hulet a patent to 4·l O :wreR of hnd in 
Tyler county." 

Referred to Committee on Private Land ClaimR. 
Also, a bill to lie entitled "An act to :tnwn•l art i<·l<> !370;; 

of the Revised Civil Statnte8 of Tt>Xa8." 
Referred to Committee on Public Edncn.tion. 
Senator Gibbs introrluce<l a resolution n'<p1e;;t.ing onr 

Senators and Repre~enativeH in Congres8 to vote fo1· what 
is known as the "Blair bill;'' increaKing tlw fociliti(•s for 
e<lucating the colon·cl yon1 h" nf the South. 

.RAferred to Committee on Puhlic Edncation. 
Senator Fleming introdneed a hill to he Plltitled "An act 

to create and e~tabliKh the land dil"tricts of ShacklPfonl, 
.Jones and Nolan." 

Referred to Committt•e on Pnblic Laud,;. 
Senator Fleming intro•luced the following reHolntion: 
Be it re.Yoll'ul, That Judiciary Committee ?fo. 1 be instructed to 

inquire whether or not there is :my remecly at pre"ent, or <lily court 
having jurisdiction of conte,;ted el1<ction case;i, anrl, if not, whether, 
under tho Con8titution of tlw State~ any tribunnl n0w iu existence 
can he empowered to hear and determ.ine "uch cases, and if not, 
whether any special tribunal can be created for that purpose, and 
that they report hy bill or <>thcrwise. 

Adopted. 
Senator Davis intr0tluccc'I a Senate joint rc>:;olntion to as­

certain if the contract for the e1·ection of the new State 
Capitol cannot hn amen;lN1 on terms arlvantageons to the 
State. 

Refeneu to Committee on Pnblic BuiltlingH and 
Ground:;. 

Senator Fleming offered the following resolution: 

WnEttEAS, During t.hc year 1882 the p•!ople of thP town of Al­
hany, in Shnckeifol'd coumy, Texas, were attlict~d with a small-pox 
epidemic, tlrnt threatened t., spread ovel' the entire county antl other 
counties of that section; and whei·e11s, in order to prevent the ex­
to:nsion of the diseaFe it wns ncce~rnry for the nnthol'ities of ~aicl 
county to establish a quar:rntinr, and 10 pul'ebasc a pest-house, and 
to employ guards and uuroes to wait on and care for the uiek, and 
bury the <leml, and to purchase provisions and n1e<lieim!S ncce~sary 
for the afflicteu, and for which said county paid out a large sum of 
money; acd whereas. 'aid county ouglit to be rdmburHcd for said 
expenditure; therefore, be it 

Re.<nlced, That the CommittPe on Finance be required to <'Xamine 
tl1P sworn account of the connty judge of 8aid conuty, sulm1ittl'd 
herewith, a111l that they <·n<1nire and report, lly bill or otherwise, 
whether such amount should be pnid hy the State. 

Adopted, and accompanying <lncnmenb n·forrl'<l to Com­
mittee on Finance. 

The President referred t.hP following Ho\Jse hills and 
concurrent resolutions : 

Honse concurrent n•solntion in rd<·n·nc·<• to visiting the 
grave of Ben 1lilam. 

Reft•rred to CommittPl' on State Affairs. 
Also, House conemTl'llt n•solution instruct ino· onr Sena­

tors and requesting our RcprPsentat.ivC's iu C~ngress to 

prevent the removal of troops and the abandonment of 
military post on the Rio Grande frontier. 

Referred to Committee on :Military Affairs. 
Also, Hou~c bill No. 21, "An act to provide for the 
surrender of cbarterH of incorporated cites and towns in 
this State, to authorize the counties wherein said cities or 
towns are . sitnate<l to become their :mcccssors, and to 
confer such poweri:i on the county commissioners' court as 
nrny be necessary for the government and well being of 
said cities and town~." 

Referred to Committee on State Affairs. 
Also, Honse bill No. 2151, "An act to amend article 111, 

section 4, chapter 1, title S, of the Revised Civil Statutes 
nf the State of 'l'cxas." 

Referretl to Committee 011 ARylums. 
Se11ator Farrar im;sented a petition against the organi­

zati(m of the connty of Richl.rnd; from the people of 
Lime;-;tone county. 

Referretl to Committe on Counties anu County Boun­
daries. 

On motion of Senator .J onmi, Senator Stratton was ex· 
cu,ed till Wednesday next. 

On motion of Senator Gooch, Senator :Matlock was x­
t·used for the week. 

The PreKident gave notice of Figning Senate bill No. 39, 
"An act to :unencl articleR :ll 4 anLl :n 5, chapter 3, t.itle D, 
of the Penal Coile uf the State of 'l'«xrrs." 

The nnfinislwd bnsiness of Friday, being Senate hill No . 
1, "An act amemling secfion 570 of the Revised Civil 
Statutes, on private corporations," waA taken up, the 
amendment of Seuator Terrell pending, as amen<lecl by Sen­
ator Gibbs, with the words " in any one county" added af­
ter the word "acres." 

Senator Terrell moved a call of the Senate. 
Call ~u~tained. 
Holl called. Absent : SenatorR Cooper, Hihhs, John­

ston of Shelby and Randolph. 
The Sergeant-at-Ann:; was llispatched for the alisent 

Senators, when Senate was announced fnll. 
. Senator TPrrell's amendnwnt wa:. :i.dopt<'<l hy the follow­
mg vote : 

Buchanan, 
Chesley, 
Evans, 
F:irrar, 
Fleming, 
:Fowler, 

YEAS-Hi. 
Getzendann, 
Gibbs, 
Harris 
.Johnston of Shelby, 
.\fartin, 

NAYS-fl. 

Pcaeoclc, 
Perry, 
Randolph 
Trrrell 
Tray lo{-. 

Collins, Gooch, .Jones, 
Cooper, Houston, Kleberg, 
Davis, .T ohnson of Collin, Pfeuffer. 
Seuato1· Davis offrn•cl a ~nbstitute for the pernling hill 

and amendment. 
Senator Tenell movt-1<1 the previous •1nt•stion on the bill 

aJHI snhHtitute. 
~lotion seconded ;i.nd main question orck•red. 
Senator Davis's snbst itutt> was lost, an•l bill or•lnecl en­

g-rosst•d hy tlw following vote: 

lluc:hanan, 
l 'hcsicy, 
Evn.n:-11 

~,arrar) 

FIL ming, 

YEAS-14. 
Getzcnclan<'J', 
Gibbs, 
Harris, 
.\Iartin, 
Peacock., 

x.ws-!l. 

Perry, 
Han<lolph, 
Terrell, 
Trnylor . 

CollinH, Gooch, Johnston of Shelby, 
Davis. Houston, .Tones, 
Fowler, .Johnson of Collin, Pfeuffer. 
On motion of 8enator Chosley, ~enate bill No. 218, "An 

act to amenil :wticles 1 007 and 1008 of the B.eviscd Civil 
St:.ituks of the State of Texas, aµproved February 25, 
l &7!1," was taken up ont of its regular order, read second 
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time, committee amendment adopted, and bill ordered en­
grossed. 

A message was received from the Honse announcing the 
assage of House bill No. 49, "A~ act to reorgani7.e the 

twentv-fifth judicial district of the State of Texas, and to 
provide the times for holding the district courts therein." 

Senator Martin moved to suspend the regular order of 
business to take ·up Senate joint resolution No. 15, "To 
amend section 9, article s, of the Constitution of the State 
of Texas." . . . 

Adopted, bill taken np and read third time. 
Senator Gibbs offered the following amendment: 
Amend by adding, "and except as in this Constitution 

is otherwise provided." 
Adopted by the following vote: 

Bucbnnan, 
Chesley, 
Colli us, 
Cooper, 
Fleming, 
Fowler, 
Gctzend11ncr, 

Davis, 
Evans, 

YEAS-21. 

Gibbs, 
Gooch, 
Harris, 
Houston, 
Johnston of Shelby, 
Jones, 
Kleberg, 

NAYfl-4. 

Johnson of Collin, 

Martin, 
Patton, 
Peacock, 
Perry, 
Randolph, 
Terrell, 
'fraylor. 

Pfeuffer. 

Resolution adopted by the following vote: 

Buchanan, 
Chesley, 
Cooper, 
Davis, 
Farrar, 
Fleming, 
Fowler, 
Gctzcndaner, 

YEAS-22. 

Gibbs, 
Gooch, 
Harris, 
Houston, 
Jones, 
Kleberg, 
:Martin, 

NAYS-3. 

Patton, 
Peacock 
Perry, 
Pfeuffer. 
Randolph, 
Terrell, 
Trnylor. 

Evan~, Johnson of Collin, .Johnston of Shelby. 

On motion on Senator Terrell, Senate bill No. 210, "An 
act to an10nll the Penal Code so as to provide for the pnn­
islm]('nt of those who, without authority, puli the bell cord 
of a railway train when the 1<ame is in motion,'' wa;; taken 
np, rca1l secon<l time, :incl ordPred engros:>t•fl. 

On motion of 8enator D:wi:;, St>nate bill No. GS, ".An act 
to amen1l articles 3707 and :Vi:J:~ of the Revi,.;ecl Statntrs,'' 
was taken up, and committee amendment adopted. 

Senator Davis moved to reco11si1for the vote by which 
the committee amendment was adopted. 

Lost by the following vote: 

Davis, 
Fleming, 
Hooch, 

fluchanan, 
l 'heslcy, 
('oilins, 
~OOJWI', 
.F .. vanH, 
.l<'armr, 
Fowler, 

YEAS-7. 

Harris, 
JohnHon of Collin, 

NAYS-1\l. 

Getzend:mcr, 
Gihhs, 
Houston, 
.Johnston of Shelby, 
.Jones, 
Kleberg, 

Peacock, 
Pfeuffer. 

Martin, 
Patton, 
Perry, 
Uamlolpl1, 
Terr ell, 
Traylor. 

. Senator Terrell asked that the following reasons· for vot­
ing "no" be spread npon the journal: 

I vote " no " ou the motion to reconsider, hcc:msc to reconsider 
anil increase to 18 years, t.hc scholastic age, would 1lestroy the school 
system, unless we had more money. 

'J'EltRF.LJ,. 

Senator 'l'raylor offere<l the following amendment: 
A.mt•111l article 3707 by :-;triking 011t "eightPL'll," a111l in­

sert111g "sixteen." 
A1lopteu by the following vote: 

Buchanan, 
Collins, 
Cooper, 
Evans, 
Getzendaner, 

Chesley, 
Davis, 
Farrar, 
Fleming, 
Fowler, 

YEAS · 14. 

Gooch, 
Johnston of Shelby, 
Kleberg, 
:Martin. 
Peacock, 

NAYS-13. 

Gibbs, 
Harris, 
Houston, 
,Johnson of Collin, 

Pfeuffer, 
Stratton, 
Traylor, 
Mr. President. 

.Jones, 
Patton, 
Perry, 
Randolph. 

Senator Patton offered to amend by striking out "eight,'' 
where it occurs, and inserting "seven." 

Lost by the following vote: 

Chesley, 
Davis, 
Flcmin" 
Fowler;' 

YEAS-12. 

Harris 
Houst~n, 
.Tohnson of Collin, 
.Tones, 

NAYS-14, 

Buchanan, Gctzendaner, 
Collins, Gibbs, 
Cooper, Gooch, 
Evans, .Johnston of Shelb''· 
Farrar, Klehcrg, 

Senn.tor .J onc8 movccl to amencl by 
teen" awl im;ertiug "scYenteen." 

I~oi;t by the following vote : 

Chesley, 
Davis, 
Fleming, 
Fowler, 

YEAS-12, 

Gibbs, 
Harris, 
Houston, 
.Tohnson of Collin. 

NAYS-14. 

P11tton, 
Peacock, 
Pfeuffer, 
Randolph, 

Martin, 
Perry, 
Terrell, 
Traylor. 

striking out "six-

.Jones, 
Patton, 
Perry, 
Handolph, 

Buchanan, Getzendaner, Peacock, 
Collins, Gooch, Pfouffer, 
Cooper, .Johnston of Shelby, 'fr1iylor, 
Evans, Kleberg, Terrell. 
Farrar, JVlartin, 
Scuator Chesley offered the following amendment : 
.Amend hy atlrling to the encl of line H the following: 

"ProYi<lcil, that wht•ro ~nch cL·n~uR it< taken hy corporate 
authorities of irnch city or town, the same Rhall not be 
takt'n by the co11nty asHL';;~or." 

Adopted. 
:-3enator Trriylor o:ffrretl the following amendment: 
Ame111l :wticlc ;,73:~ hy :<triking out "eighteen," in line 

IO, and i1rncrt ":-;ixteen." 
Adopted, and bill, a>i amended, ordered engrosiied by the 

following Yot.e: 

ChcRl<>y, 
Collins, 
Evnns, 
V,lllTfU', 

Fowler, 
Gctzcncl:mer, 

Buchanan, 
Cooper, 
Davis, 
Fleming, 

YEAS-16. 

GibbR, 
Harris, 
Houston, 
.lohn~IJn of Collin, 
. ToneH, 

NAYS-10. 

<looch, 
Johnston of Shclhy, 
Kleberg, 

P:itton, 
Perry, 
Pfeuffer, 
Handolph. 
'l'raylor . 

.Mnrtin, 
Peacock. 
Terrell. 

Senator DaYis asked that the following reasons for 
Yoti11g "no," on thL• engrossment of the hill, be spread 
upon the journal : 

I vote •·no" on this bill, ns amcn1fod, because to merely change 
the scholi.stic age, from eight to fonrteen, to from eight to sixteen, 
is not what the people, at lcnst in my ~ectiou, demand. The votes 
npon the question are rntlicient to convince any one that 11 majority 
of the t't·nate arc oppoo!·d to any material change in the school law. 
It will be hettcr to wait till another se~sion, anti trust to a more lib­
uml sentiment in behalf of public education, than to accept an im-
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material change, that will make it even more difficult to obtain in 
the future what the people of my section demand. 

So tar as I know, the demand in my section is almost universal 
for the scholastic age to lie from six to eighteen. It is really the 
time during which the children should be allowed to attend school, 
and nothing short of that age will satisfy the people of my section. 

W. 0. DAVIS. 

Senator Johnston of Shelby, chairman of Committee on 
Penitentiaries, submitted the following reports : 

Bon. Marlon Martin, President of the Senate: 

COMMITTEE RooM, 
AUSTIN, February 17, 1883. 

Your Committee on Penitentiaries, to whom was referred Senate 
bill No. 238, "An act to amend section 1 of 'an act to provide for 
the organization of the State Penitentiaries, and for the more effi­
cient management of the same,'" have carefully examined the same, 
end instruct me to report the same back with the recommendation 
that the same do pass. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

Bill read first time. 

Ron. Marlon Martin, Prcsi<lent of the Senate: 

JOHNSTON, Chairman. 

()mnnTTEE ROOM, 
AUSTIN, February 17, 1883. 

Your Committee on Penitentiaries, to whom was referred Senate. 
concurrent resolution No. 2, ratifvingthe leases of the penitentiaries 
of the State of Texas, have carefully examined the same, and a ma­
jority of your committee instruct me to report the sumc back with 
the recommendation that it do pass. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 
JOHNSTON, Chairman. 

Senator Gooch suhm1ttecl the following minority report 
on the same resolution: 

COMMITTEE l<OOM, 
AUSTIN, February 19, 1883. 

Hon. C.R. Gibson, Speaker of tho Uouoe of Represent~tlves: 
Your Penitentiary Committee have had under consideration Sen· 

ate concurrent resolution No. 2, entitled " Concurrent rrJsolution 
ratifying penitentiary leases." 

A majority recommend its passage. 
The undersigned members of the committee are opposed to the 

ratification of the lease, and arc in ravor of the State resuming direct 
control and management or its penitentiaries and convicts. 

In view of the magnitude of the questions and interests involved, 
and the fact that we differ with the majority of the committee, in­
duces us to present our views at greater length than we would 
otherwise do. 

The first enquiry is, viz.: If, in our judgment. the lease-con· 
tracts are unwise on the part ·of the State, arc we justified in declin· 
ing to ratify them? • 

The statute authorizing the lease provided that " every lease 
shall be subject to the approval or revocation of thcfii·st Legislature 
thereafter convened." (Sec. 72, laws 1881, p. 48.) 

The lease-contracts under consideration contain the following 
clause: "It (the contract) is also subject to the approval or the re­
vocation of the next Legislature." 

It appears, thereforn, that the proposed lease-contracts ought not 
to be approved, unless their provisions commend themselves to the 
judgment of the majority of the Legislature. It was made known 
by both the law and the contracts that this was a condition, and tlie 
lessees have neither been mislead or deceivd with regard thereto. 
It the Legislature are expected to approve lease-contracts by a leg­
islotive act, or declaration, when their judgmennt does not do so, it 
is a useless and idle C"'Temony to submit them for approval. 

We, therefore, proceed to the consideration of the meritR of the 
lease-contracts, and the policy upon which they are based, impressed 
with the view that if they arc wise they should be approved, or if 
unwise they should be revoked. 

Among other things, it is urged in favor of npproving the lenses, 
that they increase the number of convicts to be confined within the 
walls, above the number heretofore confined, and that this is done, 
not only without risk of loss by the State, but with au ascertained 
profit of $20,000 per year for two years, and $45,000 per year for 
thirteen years. 

In investigating this question we 11hould consider the following 
facts: 

The penitentiary convicts now number 22i8. The annual net in­
crease per year, as shown by the report of the Superintendent for 
1882, page 11, is 125 per year; for fifteen years the net increase will 
be 1875. The total number at the end of the lease contrnct.s fifteen 
years, will be 411i3, not accounting for increase in populat.ion'. 

The lease contracts require 1400 convicts to be confiaed within the 
walls after three years, but under its provisions, at the end of the 
fifteen years there may be outside 27.53. 

As above showu there are 2278 convicts at this time. and there will 
be, at the end of the fifteen.year lease, 4153, so the annual average 
for the term will lie 3215, and we take this number as a hasi~. for 
calculation 

The average number of convicts during the next fifteen years will 
be 3215. 

Convicts confined in the walls, 1400. 
Annual average outside of walls, 1815. 
It therefore appears that the provisions of the lease most com· 

mended, because it confim·s an increa·e number of convicts withm 
the walls, will leave many more on the outside that it will place on 
the inside. 

The lease contracts srive the State from risk, and secure $20,000 
profit for two years, nnd $45,000 profit for thirteen years. 

·what could the State realize if it carri•'d out the policy of the 
lease, if it confined 1400 inside the walls and worked the balance 
outside for profit. 

As a.hove shown, there will be an annual average of convicts out­
side of the walls, of 1815, for the term. The State can hire them 
out at an annual profit of $72 per capita, or for the 18LJ the annual 
profit of $130,G80, aud for the fifteen years, a n"t profit over and 
above that of the lease, of $1,33.J,200, Out of this sum the State 
would have to pay for the support of tue 1400 in the walls (or nearly) 
whatever sum consumed above their earnings, or whatever they 
lacked of being self-supporting, if anything. 

But we understand the policy of the St1ite and that of the 
statute to be, that as mriny convictF shall be confined within the 
walls ''as can be comfortably accommodated and profitably em­
ployed," and not that the State shall place 1400 within the walls 
who cannot he "profitably employed," and consume the profits of 
those worked outside to support them. 

The superintendent, Mr. T. J. Goree, in Iiis very able written ad­
dress, delivered before the joint committee of the Senate and House 
of Representatives, on February 14, 1883, furnished some very 
valuable information relating to penitentiary management. 

On page 7 of the printed address he says: "As before stated, it 
may be safely calculated that the profit from outside labor will be 
required for some time to support and build up the inside." And 
on page 8 he says: "'There is a very large class of convicts in 
Texas, ns in other Southern States, wJ10, being totally unfit for 
skilled labor, can never be profitalJly employe<l in the walls, and if 
their labor is to be remunerative, outside employment will be a ne· · 
cessity." Again, on page 10, he says: "' vVhile there is a clamor in 
Texas to place convicts in the walls, because of competition with 
free labor, there is a clamor in Northern States, where all are in the 
walls wo1·king at skilled labor (or mechanical or manufacturing in­
dustries-note), to work them at unskilled lnbor to prevent compc· 
titian. 

We arc bound to realize it as a fact, that farm hands, with no ex­
perience or adaptability to mechanical or manufacturiuy industries, 
cannot within a year or two, or within a short t.ime, if at all, be­
come sufficiently skilled to earn enough profit to feed, clothe aud 
supervise them. A very large proportion (or about eighty per 
cent) of the convicts are called short term men, and arc unskilled 
laborers, and are, therefore, of that class that cannot be made self. 
supporting within the walls, where but few skilled laborers can be. 

·we estimate that 500 or 600 of convicts now on hand are long 
term men, and may be utilized within the walls at mechanical and 
m:mufacturiug pursuit, for self-support. 

We do not agree that it is the policy of the State ot people to 
place every convict within the walls, whether he can be mutle self­
supporting or not, and levy taxes and burdens upon the honest :md 
law abiding, and upon the industl'ies of the State to support them 
fo whole or in part. 

Therefore, if we base a calcufation of the probnble results of State 
rPsumption, on the theory that say 600 self-supporting convicts (or 
to become self-supporting), shall he placed in the wallti, and the bu]. 
ance hired out in group3, to be secluded from the pnblic aucl worlied 
;1t farming, (which is not of thatcharactcr of labor which injuriously 
competes 1'dth frpe labor), at a profit of about :j;(i per head, we tiud 
the followin!l; pr,,bable re~ult: 

Average 1ii.1mber of convicts for fift('Cll years, 3215. 
Avernge number self-supporting in walls, GOO. 
Average number of unskilled labor on secluded farms, 2Glii. 
Average profit per month at $6, :ii15,IJOO. 
Average annual profit, $18S,280. 
Total net profit for fifteen yc•:ns, over and above the total profit of 

the leases, $<!,109,200, subject to be d<-crerrn~d to uid in supporting 
tiOO in the wall,,; until tlley beco•ne self-supporting. 

From the above calculut.ions it secmH to UH demonstrable that if 
the State resumes charge of the penitentiaries anrl convicts, and 
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keeps within the walls (or nearly) the number required bv the lease 
contracts, to-wit, 1400, the State can earn above the pr;ifit of the 
leases as shown, $1,3\35,200, and if it i·csumcs and keeps 600 within 
the walls, it can earn above the profits of the lease, $2,l!JD,200. 

It is given as an argu·ment against State resumption, that in di vid­
mds can manage mechanical and manufacturing ventures more 
economically, and on P"gc 10 of the Supel'iuten<lcnt's addrc;;s, he 
quotes from reports relating to the pri~ions of Northern States, 
and shows that they are not self-sllpporHng under State management. 
He savs: "The convicts in Northern prisons are all within the 
walls~" antl as neither under '' resumpti<>n "nor under the" lea~c 
system," is it proposed to put nll convicts withi:l the walls. the re· 
sults given arc not pertinent, nor declared hy tile supcrintindent to 
show that the State could not manage outside c•m victs as succe~s· 
fully as individut1ls. 

·we would not oppose the confirmation of the JcaHe simply bec:rnse 
the" public notice by a1lvcrtb;cmcnt" requirccl by t lw I:iw (Sec. 'iO, 
pnge 48, acts of 1881,) did not contain the oxacf. proposition for bids, 
whicll wore finally agreed upon, if the contract made was, in our 
judgment, a good one for the State, bnt call attention to the fact 
that the public notice given invited bids for the penitentiaries aud 
convicts within tho walls, and finding that no one would make i1 

reasonable bid under this proposition. the board leased the peniten­
tiaries, and those within and without the walls, without advertise­
ment, notice or competition, as they believed they had secured a 
good bargain for the State. But by this lease the proceeds of nine 
hundred convicts, which wne at the time bringing the State a net 
profit of $6 per month, or of nearly $65,000 per ycnr, were trans­
ferred to the lessees, and they were given the right by the leases to 
hire out, the first year, an additional number of 678, which would, 
at $6 per month, give a profit of the further sllm of :f;48,81G, aggro-· 
gating $ll:J.OIJO for the first year, Jess $20,000 paid hack as rent by 
the lessees, nnd varying from ycur to year. 

It sems to us, in the light of events which have occurred since the 
board acted, that so wide a variance in the terms and probable pro­
fits, might, and probal;ly would have induced competitive hirls, if 
advertised, und resulted in a more profit.able contract for the State. 

One of the objects of the erection of the East Texas penitentiary, 
near Rusk, in Cherokee eouut.y, among the iron hills, was to dcvelope 
by convict labor, the iron interest of tlrnt locality and Rcction. 1\ o 
compulsory provision is incorporated in the loase contracts compel· 
ing this policy to be carried out. 

Under either the lease contracts, or under resumption, the State 
-officers iincl employees are to supervise and guard the convicts; so 
in this respect, the treatment of the convicts would not be differ­
ent. 

We think that if the policy of placing all convicts within the 
walls, whether they are self-supporting or not, that fifteen years is 
too l~:>ng a time to contract that the lrtrgest proportion may remain 
outside the walls. 

We recognize the lessees as being worthy,_ reliable o-cntlemcn, 
financially and otherwise, and of humane disposition,anct"'as having 
11 reputation for 11ouorablc deportment in business. It is not on ac· 
count of the persons who have ohtaiucd th<:J lem,o, hut on account 
of the provi~i ns and policy of the contract that we <lo not approve. 

We recapitulate : 
We oppose the approval of the lease contracts for the followin!! 

reasons : ~ 

1. _We ti.link the State can resume control, and confine as many 
convicts within tlrn walls as the lessees arc required to eonline. and 
cause the outside h1bor to earn about $1,335,200 within tiftc:cn 
vears. 
- 2. vV-c think the :-itntn can resume and confine about GOO convicts 
within the w:ills (long term men), and save, above the profits of the 
lease contracts, ahout ij;2,000,000 within :he fifteen years. 

3 .. We thin!;: if the State can save these sums, it ought to tlo so, 
and !t can be wisely appropriated to schools, 1rnhlic roads, or re· 
duct1on of t;:xntion, or other public use. and the consummation of 
such a result. is morP dcsirnhlc than to expcnrl it in paying it to in· 
duco the confinement of a limited nnmbe1· of convicts within the 
walls, who are not sclf-supportiug, while the greater f!ortion arc 
workecl ontsirlc of thP prisons. 

4: . ·we think the State can 11ettcr manage its convicts, lllter its 
P~he1•:~. r!'gnlate the character of lnl;or and industri<'s of till' con· 
victs. if it rl'maius unembarrassed by the ri 0 ·hts anti interests of 
lc~Sl'C·s. ·"' 

,5: We think H we ratify the kase, we commit the State tu the 
pohc,r of the lease for fifteen years, for while the law, prior to l~::ll, 
pro~'.rlP<l that any future Legislature might revoke a lease for any 
ca.use: Tlw law of 1881 seems to confine the right of approval or 
re3ec110n to the first Legislature, except for violation of the terms 
of 

6
the c~nl.mc:t. . 
· If it is to be the policy of the State to withdraw convict la!Jor 

from any kind of employment at which free labor can receive a re· 
muneration, that class which cannot support themselves can be 
placed upon the first-class public roads and bridges of the State as a 
charge upon the counties for their actual expense only, and this 
would relieve, to a great extent, the free laboring classes from a 
heavy tax and I.Jurden, anti establish a good system of roads. 

7. ·we are opposed to the approval of the leases, for the other 
reasous more fully set nut in the foregoing statements. 

JNO. YOUNO GOOCH, 
JNO. H. TRAYLOR, 
BARNETT GIBBS, 
M. Y. HANDOLPH. 

:Si::uator Jone;-;, hy eonseul, introduced a bill entitled "An 
act to amend section 1, clrnpler !), of 'an act authorizing 
the co1111ty commis~.ioners' court of the several counties of 
thi;.; State, to issue l1onds for the erection of a court house, 
and to levy a tax to pay for the same,' app1·oved February 
11, 1881." 

Heferrcd to J- udiciary Committee No. 2. 
l::icuator Cooper presented a petition of citi1r.ens of Lib· 

erty county, protesting against the enlargement of the 
thirty-first judicial district, by adding any other counties 
to Haid diHtrict. 

Referred to Committee on Judicial Districts. 
Senate joint resolution No. 2, "To sub'llit certain amend­

ml•nts to article 7 of the Constitution," was taken up in 
regular order, read second time, with committee substitute, 
anrl 1mbstitute ordered printed. 

Senator Gooch moved to :mspend the regular order of 
lrnsinesH to take up committee bill for the sale or lease of 
:,;chool lands. 

Adopt1,d, and bill taken up. 
8cnator Gooch moved that 100 copies he ordered printed 

to-morrow, and that the hill be made the special order for 
to-morrow morning, after the morning call, and from day 
to day until disposed of. 

Senator Davis moved to amend hy substituting Wednes­
day for to·morrow, for the time of postponement. 

Amendment adopted by the following vote: 

Uooper, 
Davis, 
}Jvf'ns, 
Farrnr. 

YEA.S-12. 
Fleming, 
Fowler, 
Getzendaner, . 
Johnson of Collin, 

NAYS-11. 

Bucharmu, Harris, 
Chesley, Houston, 
Collins, Kleberg, 
Gooch, :Martin, 

Patton, 
Perry, 
Pfeuffer, 
Traylor. 

Peacock, 
Randolph, 
Terrell. 

Motion, as amended, adopted, and, on motion of Senator 
Collins, Sen::i.te adjourned until to-morrow morning at 10 
o'clock. 

TIIIHTY-FIFTH DAY. 

SESATE UuA:1rnER, I 
Ausnx, Ti,:xAs, February 20, 1883. f 

8t•11ate met pnr~nant to adjournment. 
Lieutenant-Governor Martin in the chair. 
Holl eallecl. Qnornm present. 
Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Dr. Smoot. 
On motion of Senator Davis, the reading of the journal 

of y1•stenlay was dispensed with, and the same adopted. 
S(•11ator Perry prc~rntecl a petition from the citizens of 

:\Iilam eo11nty, asking that the people be allowed to vote 
on a co11~titutional amendment prohibiting the importa­
tion, sale or manufacture of intoxicating liquors as a bev­
erage in this State. 

Referred to Committee on Constitutional Amendments. 
Senator Pfeuffer presented a petition from the citizens 


